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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

78 Main Street, Hudson, MA 01749

(978) 562-2948
Paul Byrne, Chairman ____   ​​​​​​​​_______ Joseph Rodrigues ___________________Marianne Iarossi    

David Mercer  _______W. Minot Wood_____________Emilie Schuler_________Catherine Childs
Meeting Minutes
September 15, 2016
Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by chair Paul Byrne
Roll Call: Paul Byrne, David Mercer, Marianne Iarossi, Catie Childs, Joe Rodrigues, Emilie Schuler
Staff: Pam Helinek
Public Hearings
65 Fort Meadow Drive, 190-0597, NOI
Present: Joel and Yvonne Harris, Tim (Dragonfly Ponds & Patios)
The applicant proposes to repair a retaining wall along the bank of Fort Meadow Reservoir, add steps, a patio and a small sand beach.   In addition the applicant would like to create a flat area behind the house with a retaining wall, and landscape the remaining sloped yard with mulch and plantings. Joe Rodrigues asked how they will keep the sand from washing into the reservoir. The applicant proposes boulders between the sand and the water and above the sand.  Joe Rodrigues said that the sand needs to stay above the water.  Dave Mercer asked how much excavation will be necessary.  Minimal excavation is proposed for the stone steps and for the sand.  Joe Rodrigues said to avoid excavation for the sand. Emilie Schuler asked for the landscaping to consist of native plantings. Pam Helinek has sent the applicant a list of native plants.  Emilie Schuler expressed concern with destabilizing the slope and causing erosion.  The Commission discussed the placement of the silt fence, which is shown on the plans at 10 feet from the bank and decided that was acceptable.  
Paul Byrne made a motion to close the hearing and issue an Order of Conditions, contingent on receiving the DEP file number, second by Joe Rodrigues.  Special Conditions: (1) The planting list will consist of predominantly native plants and no invasive plants and shall be submitted to the Commission for approval before planting.  (2) All exposed soils must be stabilized with grass or other vegetation or covered with a tarp until they are stabilized. Vote 6-0-0.
Priest Street Lot 2A, 190-0596, OOC

Present: Isaac Low, Steve Poole

The applicant presented the sewer connection plan for the Commission’s review as required in the OOC.  The Commission found the plan acceptable.

12 Johnson Avenue, RDA

Present: Stephen Vaillancourt

The applicant proposes to rebuild a deck in the existing footprint, using helical screws for support.  The deck is at the far edge of the Buffer Zone to a Bordering Vegetated Wetland, separated by a flat yard and a wooded area.  Paul Byrne made a motion to issue a negative determination, second by Joe Rodrigues, vote 6-0-0.

TC Landos, 127 Main Street, Discussion

Present: James Quinn, Salvatore Lando

James Quinn stated that he was not there in his capacity as a Selectman, but as an individual. The applicant would like to build a patio over Tannery Brook to allow outdoor seating for TC Landos restaurant.  The deck would be cantilevered over the brook and be designed to avoid trash blowing into the brook.  Paul Byrne said that his main concern would be the stability of the bank which was supporting the deck.  The Commission agreed that they were in favor of the concept of a deck but that they would need to see detailed plans.
Administrative Business
Minutes – September 1, 2016

Paul Byrne moved to accept the minutes from September 1, 2016, second by Catie Childs, vote 5-0-1.
Discussion - Wetlands Protection Bylaw
Pam Helinek reported that the Board of Selectmen will be reviewing all warrant articles at their September 26 meeting before accepting them for the fall Town Meeting warrant.  She planned to hold off on posting the Public Information Sessions for Oct 6 and Oct 20 until after the BOS meeting.  Paul Byrne said to have the information sessions whether or not the Bylaw is approved for the fall Town Meeting, because if it’s not on this warrant it will be on the spring Town Meeting warrant.  Marianne Iarossi asked if Commissioners should attend the BOS meeting – Pam Helinek will find out.
Paul Byrne made a motion to submit the Wetlands Protection Bylaw to Town Meeting, second by Marianne Iarossi, vote 5-1-0
Adjournment

Paul Byrne moved to adjourn at 8:10 PM.  Second by Catie Childs, vote 6-0-0.
5

